Medicare program; fraud and abuse; civil monetary penalties and exclusions for assistants at cataract surgery--HHS. Final rule with comment period.
This final rule implements section 9307 of Pub. L. 99-272, the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985, as amended by section 1895(b)(16) of Pub. L. 99-514, the Tax Reform Act of 1986, by providing the imposition of civil monetary penalties (CMPs) and exclusions against physicians billing the Medicare program or program beneficiaries for services of an assistant at surgery for cataract operations where prior approval has not been granted. The purpose of these regulations is to strengthen existing OIG penalty and exclusion authorities, and to prevent specific abusive and fraudulent practices against the Medicare program with regard to the use of assistants at surgery where not medically necessary.